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What is the relationship between a poem and an image? One immediate answer comes from
the world of illustration, where traditionally, the text is accompanied by a picture that “explains”
or “interprets” it.

In the exhibition Two Wing’s Feathers, Anat Wegier’s paintings and works accompany seven
poems by the poet Shlomit Cohen Assif. However, these do not set out to illustrate or elucidate
the words, but rather provide a visual and emotional response to them. Unlike the traditional
illustration that illuminates and complements the text, the works in the exhibition unfold an
experiential and emotional narrative, one that is influenced by the words but does not serve
them. And so, two parallel worlds take shape in the exhibition space: A world of words, and a
world of images encompassed by it. The viewers/readers who wander between the two are
invited to imagine and create another, new world for themselves, each according to his or her
own understanding and desires.

Wegier has known Cohen Assif — a critically and publicly acclaimed poet — since she was a young
girl. She remembers the pages her mother used to hand her, typed by Cohen Assif herself on
her typewriter. She and her brother would sit and imagine what pictures would accompany the
poems and the stories on these pages. The exhibition is a return to those moments of free and
imaginative reading and formulating a visual world that responds to the inner movement in the
poems.

Work on the exhibition started with choosing the poems that will be featured in it — this was a
curatorial act, wishing to create a sequence that follows an inner narrative disguised as an
innocent children’s poem, leading the viewer/reader on a journey between psychological and
social ideas.

The journey opens with a butterfly — a creature with a particularly short lifespan — wondering
where life can take it. From here on, concepts and questions from the worlds of adults and
children alike will appear on paper: an invitation to dream, codependent friendships and
relationships, inner demons and emotional turmoil, self-perception, invention and



individualism, embracing sadness, accepting joy, and looking forward to the future. The cycle
ends with darkness and frustration surrounding the death of a bird in the poem “Nobody’s
Bird,” which further underscores the contrasts between cruelty and innocence and a child’s
exposed soul.

While Wegier steers clear from the automatic reaction to these words, and responds to them in
her own unique way, her instinctive and passionate response echoes Cohen Assif’s world. She
draws and builds a fantastic universe, a lonely island of feminine powers, of imagination and
adulation. Her illustrated story recounts the encounter with nature, sacrifice, rituals, and
regeneration, in a never-ending cycle. It offers moments of contentment and grace, but also
touches on pain and pleasure. Wegier’s and Cohen Assif’s stories blend together, resonating
with each other in the space that unfolds between them, waiting for the viewers/readers to
take them in.

Back to the question what is the nature of the relationship between a poem and an image — the
exhibition brings together these two feminine subjective spaces through two external systems
of selection and interpretation: The selection of poems and selection of artworks, and the way
the two illuminate one another. The support is mutual; the weight of the words and the weight
of the images is balanced, and they enable not just one another’s existence, but also other
paths of life and thought that will be inspired by them; other feathers in the bird’s wing.
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expressive. Exploring female identity and transformation processes, her works combine digital
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She holds an MA in Art History and Philosophy from Tel Aviv University, and studied art at
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Shlomit Cohen Assif is one of the prominent Israeli authors writing literature for children. Over
the course of more than 50 years, she has written 73 books of poetry and fairy tales and won 24
awards and prizes, including the Bialik Prize, ACUM Lifetime Achievement Award, and the Prime
Minister’s Prize. Her works have been adapted into plays and musicals, and her poems have
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