Israeli artist Boaz Tal (b. 1952) has been active and highly influential in the field of photography in Israel since the 1980s. Boaz Tal’s work is one of the most fascinating expressions in Israeli art touching upon the juncture between the values and language of artistic tradition and the artist’s here-and-now. In recent years Tal is concerned mainly with the dimension of time, with annihilation and fading. The vicissitudes of time and their expression in the immediate surroundings are examined by Tal through symbolic images and their affinity to traditional genres: the still life, portraits, the body in movement, confrontation between the young and older, and relating to signs of whithering and decay in nature and in the human body. Tal often relates to themes taken from the History of Art. The staged scenes of Tal and his family in their domestic setting are closely affiliated with classical models of beauty in painting and various cultural myths, but there are also references to the history of photography and film, and an ongoing dialogue with religious iconography and symbolism.
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Allegory/Allegro Non Troppo

