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Boaz Tal’s oeuvre is one of the most fascinating expressions in Israeli art touching upon the juncture between the values and language of artistic tradition and the artist’s here-and-now. In retrospect, Tal’s photographs give rise to the question of art’s ability to bring myths and everyday life closer together, to draw the lofty and sublime nearer to the secular and banal.

The illusions of time and place recall the painting by the Spanish master Velázquez at The National Gallery, London, where he juxtaposes a commonplace kitchen scene with Christ in the House of Martha and Mary (c. 1618). Velázquez is not unequivocal regarding the time and place of the occurrence depicted in the painting, and yet the fervent gaze of the young woman preoccupied in the kitchen creates the impression that she indeed sees that which is painted in the upper right corner of the piece. Are we concerned with a scene’s reflection in a mirror, or with a painting within a painting, or is it perhaps a window through which one may look into another space? The tension between the real and the imaginary is reinforced in view of the old lady who impels the young girl to get on with her work and ignore the sight she has seen or envisioned.

Boaz Tal models his compositions after masterpieces from the past, both in the earlier black-and-white photographs featured in the current show, and in the later color works where the photographic space is devoid of any attributes, and the figures convey their messages mainly through their body postures. The viewer is an active participant who must complete the various layers inherent in the image.

We are grateful to Boaz Tal for the unique experience afforded to us by viewing his works. Special thanks are due to the artist’s wife, Zahava, for her assistance and involvement throughout the preparation of the exhibition and catalogue. Thanks to Nili Goren, Curator of the exhibition, and to the writers, editors and translators. Thanks to the designer and producer of the catalogue, Dafna Graif, for her cooperation.
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