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Course name: True Lies - Mockery, Fiction and Truth in Mockumentary Cinema
Hours: 2
Credits: 2

In this course we will focus on a variety of mockumentary films that adhere to different
documentary traditions (political documentation, newsreel, musical documentary, the diary film,
the anthropological representation, etc.) and will examine how they challenge any attempt to
contain the documentary cinema in specific aesthetic frameworks and to pre-suppose that style
guarantees knowledge and truth. By focusing on the parodic and critical rhetoric of this cinema,
the students will acknowledge the value and limits of different traditions like direct cinema,
cinema verite, or anthropological cinema, and will question: do we define documentary cinema by
its structure or by the way it is understood according to the viewer? In this course we will also deal
with a few contemporary cinematic structures that share similar properties with the
mockumentary, like the docu-

drama or the hybrid documentary, and will explore how those create as well a critical discourse on

5810201 |17In,305 1.1 ,52 INI71A

03-5026816 :Dj7970 2UN'YY NOTIFON
52 Golomb St., Holon 5810201 Israel

www.hit.ac.il TelFax 972-3-502-6816 | Faculty of Design



HiT

[171n 2171130 J1DN
Holon Institute of Technology
the authority of documentary cinema. This course will offer that mockumentation is not merely a

fictional mock-up, but also a valid documentary strategy that creates arguments of truth-value
about reality, in a way that presupposes the irrefutable place of subjectivity and fiction in
recreating history in cinema. Lectures will be accompanied by screening clips from films.
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