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Course name: Screen Arts- Aesthetics and Theory of Cinema and Animation
Hours: 2
Credits: 2

This course will offer a wide introduction to the language of cinema, and will equip
students with the basic tools for analyzing and appreciating the art of film in its wide
definition (including both live action and animation). By evaluating basic terms in film
language and discussing theoretical questions on the essence of the medium, we will
examine how meaning in film is created by different uses of camera movement, mise-
en-scene and composition, editing, lighting and sound, and will explore the effect of
new technologies on the cinematic production process. We will also try to understand
what is animation, and will deal with theoretical issues about the differences between
animation and live-action. Lectures will be accompanied by screening film excerpts and
weekly readings.
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3. Bordwell, David and Kristin Thompson. Film Art: An Introduction. 10th Edition.
McGraw Hill, 2012.

4. Furniss, Maureen. Art in Motion: Animation Aesthetics. London: John Libbey &
Company, 2009.

5. Wells, Paul. Animation: Genre and Authorship. London: Wallflower Press, 2002.
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3. Corrigan, Timothy and Patricia White. The Film Experience: An Introduction. New
York: St. Martin'’s, 2004.
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Crafton, Donald. Before Mickey: The Animated Film 1898-1928. University of
Chicago Press, 1993.

Kolker, Robert. Film, Form, and Culture. New York: McGraw Hill, 2006.

Martin, Leonard. Of Mice and Magic: A History of American Animated Cartoons.
Plume Publishing, 1987.

Nichols, Bill. Engaging Cinema: An Introduction to Film Studies. New York: W. W.
Norton, 2010.

Pilling, Jayne (ed.). A Reader in Animation Studies. Minneapolis: Indiana
University Press, 1998.
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