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Course name: Strategies of Documentation in the 21st Century
Hours: 4
Credits: 4

For the past few years, documentaries have been venturing into the commercial mainstream of
cinema while concomitantly reclaiming a prestigious place within critical circles. When a genre
that still struggles to situate itself between the irreconcilable poles of art and entertainment
enjoys such unprecedented success in the marketplace, it becomes imperative to seek
explanations for the motivation behind and effect of any significant innovations within it.
Respectively, we will try to locate in this course the cultural, social, technological and aesthetical
factors that might have contributed to the unmatched popularity of documentaries today. Unlike
other documentary classes often offered, this course will privilege the last twenty years of non-
fiction filmmaking, a relatively unexplored period in documentary scholarship that has nonetheless
redefined the genre both aesthetically and commercially. Particular attention will be given to the
developing form of documentary, seeking to understand the changes that have taken place in
nonfiction storytelling, the ongoing emphasis put on subjectivity and authorial presence, the
identifiable new subgenres formed within documentary practice, and the material transformations
enabled by recent technological innovations.
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